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‘In this highly original analysis, the condition of late urbanization forms the basis for retheorizing urban 
politics, starting in East Africa. Tom Goodfellow crafts a range of new concepts to explain the landscapes 
of urban development across three diverse but interconnected contexts, Addis Ababa, Kigali, and 
Kampala. This is an analysis which not only sheds light on the complex urbanization processes of this 
region, but generates rich concepts which urbanists in other contexts will be able to draw on.’ 

Jennifer Robinson, Urban Laboratory, University College London

‘This book is the most successful advancement and sharpest application yet of the political 
settlements approach to urban analysis. This way of explaining urban inertia and change might be 
controversial, but it is certainly original. Thought-provoking and written with both clarity and 
conviction, Politics and the Urban Frontier offers insights about urban vitality and variety in East Africa.’ 

Franklin Obeng-Odoom, Associate Professor of Global Development Studies, 
University of Helsinki and author of Property, Institutions, and Social Stratification in Africa 

‘In this ambitious and important book, Tom Goodfellow maps out new territory for thinking 
comparatively about the political economy of African cities. Politics and the Urban Frontier is 
essential reading for anyone interested in the politics of urban development in contemporary Africa.’

Claire Mercer, Professor of Human Geography, London School of Economics and Political Science

‘Seen through the lens of the infrastructure boom, changing propertyscapes, informal economic 
hustling, and urban political cultures, East Africa’s urban transformation is brought to vivid life 
through a decade of first-hand observations of Addis, Kampala, and Kigali. Tom Goodfellow moves 
beyond the now-standard critique of ‘neoliberal urbanism’ to offer a fuller and more nuanced 
analysis of the political drivers of urban trajectories that resonates beyond this region. This 
masterful account confirms Goodfellow’s standing as one of the leading urban scholars  
working on Africa today.’

Samuel Hickey, Professor of Politics and Development, The University of Manchester

‘This landmark publication is spot on in discussing the histories of urban change alongside the 
latest infrastructure investments, propertyscapes and street economies associated with capital 
inflows and assertiveness of youths in urban spaces. A valuable reference for students and other 
readers interested in urban policy transformation.’

Shuaib Lwasa, Principal Researcher, Governance, Global Centre on Adaptation

‘Goodfellow’s cross-national focus on the rapidly growing cities of Kigali, Kampala, and Addis Ababa 
offers a rich and timely response to the call for greater comparison by scholars in Urban Studies. His 
analysis will inform and inspire important conversations among social scientists in development 
studies, political science, and urban studies.’

M. Anne Pitcher, Professor of Political Science and Afroamerican and African Studies, 
University of Michigan
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The contemporary world is characterized by massive 
wealth alongside widespread poverty, inequality, 
and environmental destruction – all bound up 
through class, race, and gender dynamics of 
inequality and oppression.

Critical Frontiers of Theory, Research, and Policy in 
International Development Studies, the official book 
series of the Development Studies Association of the 
UK, was established to contribute to critical thinking 
about local, national, and global processes of 
structural transformation. The series publishes 
cutting-edge monographs that promote critical 
development studies as an interdisciplinary and 
applied field, and shape the theory, practice, and 
teaching of international development for a new 
generation of scholars, students, and practitioners. 
As the series evolves, we wish to publish a diverse 
and inclusive range of authors whose work engages 
in critical, multidisciplinary, decolonial, and 
methodologically plural development studies.

Tom Goodfellow is a Professor of Urban Studies  
and International Development at the University of 
Sheffield. His research focuses on the comparative 
political economy of urban development and 
change in Africa, particularly the politics of urban 
land and transportation, infrastructure and housing, 
property relations and taxation. Through these 
issues he explores the conflicts, bargaining and 
negotiation associated with urban physical 
transformation and institutional change.

Despite the rise of global technocratic ideals of city-
making, cities around the world are not merging into 
indistinguishable duplicates of one another. In fact, 
as the world urbanizes, urban formations remain 
diverse in their socio-economic and spatial 
characteristics, with varying potential to foster 
economic development and social justice. In this 
book, Tom Goodfellow argues that these differences 
are primarily rooted in politics, and if we continue to 
view cities as economic and technological projects 
to be managed rather than terrains of political 
bargaining and contestation, the quest for better 
urban futures is doomed to fail. Dominant critical 
approaches to urban development tend to explain 
difference with reference to the variegated impacts 
of neoliberal regulatory institutions. This, however, 
neglects the multiple ways in which the wider 
politics of capital accumulation and distribution 
drive divergent forms of transformation in different  
urban places.

In order to unpack the politics that shapes  
differential urban development, this book focuses  
on East Africa as the global urban frontier: the least 
urbanized but fastest urbanizing region in the 
world. Drawing on a decade of research spanning 
three case-study countries (Ethiopia, Rwanda, and 
Uganda), Politics and the Urban Frontier provides the 
first sustained, book-length comparative analysis 
of urban development trajectories in Eastern Africa 
and the political dynamics that underpin them. 
Through a focus on infrastructure investment, urban 
propertyscapes, street-level trading economies, 
and urban political protest, it offers a multi-scalar, 
historically grounded, and interdisciplinary analysis 
of the urban transformations unfolding in the world’s 
most dynamic crucible of urban change.
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